
Multiplying - the Babylonian way
Babylonian children learning to be scribes had to learn their tables by heart - just the same 
as we do now.  They had a sign for ‘times’ (below) but nothing for ‘equals’.

Can you work out what this says?  It is a line from a multiplication table:

What is the answer? 

Babylonian scribes did not use the ‘times’ symbol every time they did a calculation.  
Instead, they just drew a vertical line on their clay tablet, putting numbers to be multiplied 
on the left of the line and the answers on the right.  What is this calculation?  Did the scribe 
get it right?

In decimal notation, we show Babylonian numbers like this: 1 15.  Since Babylonian 
numbers are in base 60, this means 1 lot of 60 and 15 units, or 75.  For numbers less than 
60, there is no difference from decimal notation, of course.

Which multiplication table could these numbers come from (they are not in order)?

	 1 45	 3 00	 1 30	 2 30	 1 15	 3 15

What multiples of that number are they?

Write down the 12 times table in base 60.

Are there any multiplication tables you could not do in base 60?
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